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DETAILED ACTION 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1 5 5, 6, 8-11 and 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Takeuchi et al(5, 860,644). The patent to Takeuchi teaches the structure of an imaging 
apparatus as claimed including a main unit P having a printing unit and a media input tray, and a 
physically separate auxiliary unit B that couples with and physically supports the main unit P in a 
stacked configuration. The Auxiliary unit B includes a media input tray F and a document 
finishing mechanism(stacker S and sorter M) disposed side by side and has substantially the 
same footprint as that of the main unit P. Regarding claim 17, since the media input tray F and 
the document finishing mechanism(stacker S) has to be accessible from the exterior of the 
auxiliary unit B in order for the imaging apparatus to work properly, an opening on the housing 
wall of the auxiliary unit B would inherently be provided in order for the user to replenish the 
media supply to the media input tray F and remove the stacked printed document from the 
stacker S from outside of the auxiliary unit B. See Fig. 1 and column 2, lines 29-64 in Takeuchi 
et al for details. With respect to the newly added process step in claim 17 "and a document is 
inputted through the slot to undergo a finishing operation", it is noted that the document and the 
imaging device operator for placing the document inside the imaging device do not form any part 
of the imaging device structure as claimed. Since the imaging device of Takeuchi et al has the 
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same structure as in the presently claimed invention, it is certainly considered as being capable of 

* 

carrying out the function of finishing the document being placed on the stacker. As established 
above, document stacking is a finishing operation. With respect to claims 9 and 18, the 
finishing mechanism(stacker S) is integrated with the media input tray and the auxiliary unit B as 
a whole unit. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2-4, 12, 14 and 21-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Takeuchi et al in view of Guerrero(6,549,749). Takeuchi et al teach all that is claimed 
except that the type of print mechanism contained in the printing unit is not disclosed and the 
finishing mechanism does not have a stapling mechanism or a hole punching mechanism as 
recited. The patent to Guerrero teaches the structure of an image device including a main unit 
having a print mechanism(the upper part of printer 10A) and an auxiliary unit positioned below 
and couples with the main unit and having an integral document finishing mechanism 64(the 
lower part of the printer 10A). See Figs. 2-7 in Guerrero for example. With respect to claims 2, 
4 and 23, the printer of Guerrero includes a laser scanner that emits a laser beam to create a latent 
electrostatic image on a print drum 12. See column 3, lines 13-21 . With respect to claims 3 and 
24, Guerrero teaches in column 2, lines 58-67 that the printer can be a laser printer, an inkjet 
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printer or other types of printers. With respect to claims 12, 14 and 21, Takeuchi et al teach a 
plurality of document finishing mechanisms such as a sorting mechanism and a stacking 
mechanism which are operable to perform a finishing operation concurrently. However, 
Takeuchi et al do not teach the use of stapling, binding, hole punching, folding and trimming 
mechanisms, even though these are all well known finishing mechanisms in the printing art. 
Guerrero teaches in column 6, lines 15-40 that the document finishing mechanism could be a 
stapler, a binder, a hole puncher, etc. In view of the teaching of Guerrero, it would have been 
obvious to those having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the 
imaging apparatus of Takeuchi et al with a laser or inkjet print mechanism in order to efficiently 
carry out the printing operation and the known stapling, binding and hole punching mechanisms 
in order to enable the finishing mechanism to carry out multiple finishing operations on printed 
documents. 

Claims 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Takeuchi et al in view of Kawahira(6,80 1,750). The patent to Takeuchi et al teaches all that is 
claimed except that it does not specifically provide the document finishing mechanism with a 
folder and a trimmer. Kawahira teaches in an image forming device equipped with a document 
finisher the conventional use of a folder and a trimmer to carry out the book-binding process. 
See column 5, line 44 through column 6, line 13 in Kawahira for example. In view of the 
teaching of Kawahira, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide 
the document finishing mechanism in the image forming device of Takeuchi et al with the folder 
and trimmer appropriately disposed in order to make the image forming device capable of doing 
more functions. 
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Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Takeuchi et al in 
view of Dim et al(6,460,843). Takeuchi et al teach all that is claimed except that the finishing 
mechanism is not a spiral binding mechanism. Dim et al teach in column 1 , lines 1 1-19 that 
finishing mechanisms that are capable of stapling, spiral binding, etc. have been known since the 
first books were printed. It would have been obvious to those having ordinary skill in the art to 
provide the document finishing mechanism of Takeuchi et al with the known spiral binding 
mechanism as taught by Dim et al when the printed document is desired to be finished with 
spiral binding. 

Applicant's arguments filed on 9-6-2005 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. It is noted that applicant's main argument is that Fig. 1 of Takeuchi shows the base 
unit B has a footprint that is substantially larger than the footprint of printer P, while the present 
claims require that the auxiliary unit has a footprint that is substantially the same as the footprint 
of the main unit. According to applicant, for at least this reason, claim 1 is allowable over 
Takeuchi et al. This argument is not persuasive. First of all, since the drawing figures in the 
patent applications are not made to scale, they are not to be relied on to make any dimensional 
comparisons. Secondly, the choice words "substantially the same" in the present claims are 
certainly intended to cover the two units with the same footprint or slightly different sized 
footprints. It is the opinion of the Examiner that the footprint of unit B in Takeuchi et al is 
considered slightly larger than the footprint of unit P, taking into account the overall sizes of the 
two units, and thus the relationship between the two footprints would quality within the coverage 
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provided by the phrase "substantially the same" as recited. The other arguments are believed to 
have been adequately responded to in the forgoing rejections. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ren L. Yan whose telephone number is 571-272-2173. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Hirshfeld can be reached on 571-272-2168. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Ren L Yan 
Primary Examiner 
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